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CHILDREN AS OFFICE HOLDERS AND BENEFACTORS
IN THE EASTERN PART OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE

Konstantinos Mantas
Athens

One of the most striking features of euergetism in the Roman imperial pe-
riod was the participation in public life of individuals belonging to previously
«marginal» groups: women, children even —to a certain extent— «freed slaves»
and their descendants. This was due to the radical transformation of civic life,
and the city itself as a socio/political entity, from the Hellenistic period on-
wards.

In the democratic or even in the moderate oligarchic city-states of fifth and
fourth century BC Greece, all the individuals who were unable to act as war-
riors were disqualified from citizenship and thus from office-holding. The
city was the body of the «autochthonus» adult males who voted and held of-
fice because they could hold weapons !. Of course, there were differences in
the degree of the marginality of women, children and slaves: A male child
would grow up to join the male-only club of the city; a slave could be manu-
mitted but he very rarely had the opportunity to be enfranchised (only in
cases of extreme peril when male slaves were needed to join the city's army),
but a woman could never escape from her «non-active-citizen» status. Never-
theless, the idea of a boy being an official would have seemed ludicrous to
Greeks of the classical era: children simply did not have their mental capaci-

! For the sharp contrast between adult male warrior and child and its use in classical litera-
ture, see T. Wiedemann, Adults and Children in the Roman Empire (London, 1989), pp. 19-21.
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ties fully developed 2. Children could not become priests or priestesses, al-
though adult women frequently held priesthoods of female deities; women
were, according to the Aristotelian logic, weaker in mind but not incapable of
thinking rationally 3.

In the first and second centuries AD, numerous inscriptions and occasion-
ally literature recorded women and children as benefactors and office-holders
in the Eastern part of the Roman empire ¢. Of course, the Greco-Roman city
was very different in its functions from that of the Greek city of the fifth cen-
tury BC. Since their enforced «unification» under Macedonian rule, the cities
of the Greek and the Greek-speaking world had started to adjust themselves
from being politically independent to being part of a wider state mechanism,
although they managed to preserve a limited autonomy during the Hellenistic
period; but after their conquest by Rome that autonomy became even more
limited, as they had to obey to only one centre of power. There were no more
opportunities to play upon rivalries between the now defunct Hellenistic
kingdoms 5.

Gradually, timocracy became in all but name the new constitution of the
Greco-Roman city: «The policy of giving the power to the upper-classes was
thus achieved by two principal measures. The one, the property qualifications
for office, probably did not actually make much difference... The second
measure was far more revolutionary in its effects. The council was already
vested with very wide powers, including a potential veto on the proceedings
of the assembly» . As foreign policy was not an issue anymore, civic life was
limited to the administration of finances and «social» and religious matters,
which were hardly the basis for a brilliant political career.

Nevertheless, finances became the most pressing issue of local politics
since the cities had to fund their «civilised» way of life which presupposed

2 Qp. Cit. pp. 21-5. Also see M. Golden, Children and Childhood in Classical Athens
(Baltimore - London, 1990), pp. 8-9.

3 Aristotle, Politics, 1259a37-1295b10.

4 For women as office holders see my doctoral thesis Civic Decline and Female Power:
Women's New Role in the Greek World under Roman Rule, submitted to the Department of
Classics and Ancient History, University of Bristol (October, 1994).

3 For the process of the political decline of the Greek city, see the classical study by
A HM. Jones, The Greek City from Alexander to Justinian (Oxford, 1940); G.EM. de Ste.
Croix, The Class Struggle in the Ancient Greek World (London, 1981), pp. 519-37.

6 Ibid., p. 171. \
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the maintenance of costly public buildings such as gymnasia, baths, agora-
places and temples, plus the burden of the construction or maintenance of the
water-supply and drainage. It was impossible for the cities to fund all these
public amenities because they lacked adequate economic resources: wealth
was in the hands of a few private citizens and their families. So, if cities were
to survive as centres of «civilised» life, they had to depend upon their rich
families. Many officies became in fact liturgies: the incumbent paid the ex-
penses attached to the office and was granted the title 7. Thus, progressively, a
few wealthy families in every city would have had to shoulder the financial
burdens attached to the various public offices. Preferably, each family would
have been headed by an adult male, but given the high rate of mortality in
antiquity and the special dangers which elite men had to face (e.g. execution
by the emperor), some families would have been obliged to function with a
male child as their nominal head and his mother as his de facto (or in some
special cases even de jure) guardian. Subsequently, the child would have to
be «elected» to the office because this was the only way for the city to use his
wealth 8. Under Roman rule minors were legally oblidged to occupy magis-
tracies . A small number of inscriptions from Asia Minor, testify that a boy
could act as an office holder or benefactor through his mother: Tiberius
Claudius was honoured by the boule and the demos of Ephesos for holding
the office of prytaneia but it was his mother Claudia who not only erected the
statue for his honour, but also paid for the office: «Momoopéwng v
avdaortaoiv Tob &vbpidvrog KAawvdiag Xapibnuidog Tiig pnrpog adTod  iiTig
kai Ty TrpuTaveiav OTrEp ToD LIOD €k T@V idiwv émoroaTon!.

7 See F. Abbott-A. Chester-Johnson, Municipal Administration in the Roman Empire
(Princeton, 1926), p. 87: «No magistrate received a salary, and the expences of his office were
heavy. When honors were eagerly sought, it was not illegal or unusual for candidates to prom-
ise money for public works, games, banquets, or other entertainments, but it was forbidden to
canvass for office by gifts or dinners to private individuals».

8 See T. Wiedemann, Adults and Children in the Roman Empire, p. 134: «A wealthy fam-
ily owed the city munera. What if the head of that family was a minor? As long as the ability to
perform military service remained crucial criterion for separating the men from the boys he
could play no role in civic life - and could not be expected to provide munera. But during the
second and third centuries AD, the situation changed».

9 See F. Abbott-A. Chester Johnson, Municipal Administration ..., p. 87.

10 SEG XXVI (1976/77), n° 1247, first-second century AD.
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From Teios in Ionia, from a later period, a fragmentary inscription records
that a lady called Capill(a?) paid money for her son's prytaneia !. Timotheos,
son of Menneas repaired the fortified tower that one of his female ancestors, a
priestess of Demeter had dedicated to the village of Lirbotones in Pamphylia,
through his mother and émitporrog Killa 2. In another inscription of Heraclea
Salbake in Caria, a certain St... son of Tryphon, an fjpwg (deceased) was gym-
nasiarchos for the whole year; of course his promise (k@  OTéoxeoiv) was
fulfilled by his mother, Tatia, priestess for life of the goddess A 1xai1000Gvn
of the city who paid for her son's gymnasiarchia and for the erection of his
statue 13.

Finally, we have to mention the case of the well-known Menodora of
Sillyon and her son Megacles who operated in second/first century AD. We
are not going to discuss this case in detail because R. van Bremen has already
done so in a 1994 article . Nevertheless, a young boy, Megacles held the
eponymous magistracy of his city, the demiourgia and a gymnasiarchia (=
distribution of oil), but only through his mother, Menodora, who according to
van Bremen, was qualified to become dekaprotos, a hereditary office in her
family, due to her son's untimely death . Megacles acted as benefactor
through both his parents in an earlier inscription: through his father, he paid
for the building of a plintheia (some kind of architectural structure), through
his mother, he funded an alimentary scheme . Presumably, these donations
were made which his father was still alive, which makes it clear that it was
not only orphans who became liturgists ”.

11 SEG 1 (1924/25), n° 591, reign of Maximian,

12 SEG VI (1929), n° 673, second century AD. See also the comments which L.S. Sven-
cickaja makes in hwe article, «Some Problems of Agrarian Relations in the Province of Asian,
Eirene, 15 (1977), pp. 49-50.

13 J. and L. Robert, La Carie (Paris, 1954), n° 56, ca. 73-74 AD.

14 «A Family from Sillyon», ZPE 104 (1994), pp. 43-56.

15 Van Bremen, «A Family from Sillyon», ZPE, 104 (1994), pp. 52-3. The dekaprotoi were
the members of a board of the ten wealthiest people in every city, whose job was to cover the
deficit, after the collection of the tax owed to Rome. In Egypt, «women and minors were li-
abley, for this liturgy, see N. Lewis, The Compulsory Public Services of Roman Egypt (Flor-
ence, 1982), p. 21.

16 G.E. Bean, The Inscriptions of Side (Ancyra, 1965), n° 191,

17 F. Abbott-A. Chester Johnson, p. 87: «In a few cases minors were elected to magistra-
cies, for the proper conduct of which their parents were held responsible».

166



Children as Office Holders and Benefactors in the Eastern Part of the Roman Empire

In other words, the city considered all the members of elite families, re-
gardless of age or gender, as responsible for the general welfare. Although
John Chrysostom in his «Sermon to Annay refers to the custom of the pagans
who make their male children agonothetes, gymnasiarchoi and choregoi after
they had been weaned, whereas little girls would become «liturgists» only on
the spiritual level, in the heaven of Christianity '8, the epigraphical record,
occasionally, registers girls as liturgists, albeit mostly on religious offices.
Menodora paid for the gymnasiarchia of her daughter, too: «"..ém&oGoav
Olmepl ToD vioh MeyakAeols i) TaTpild: eig Tadwv TPoEPag Gpyvpiov
pupiddag TpidkovTa, £Tt € [mbovloav dv Te Tij B yvpvaoialpyial kol Tij
To0 vioG Snuiovpyildr kol T B dnpovpyidt kai 1§} [Tiig] BuyaTpog
yopvaoiopxia [BobAevTii  éxdotw [dnvhre..» 1

According to R. van Bremen, until the death of Megacles neither
Menodora nor her daughter would have been able to qualify for any office 2.
Indeed, the cases of girl-liturgists are rarer than those recording boys. A girl,
Kassia daughter of Hermogenes, priestess of Zeus, was honoured by the
demos of Cargae in Rough Cilicia, because despite her youth she had been
useful many times to her fatherland; she was granted the honorific title of
«ktistria» which implies that she funded the construction of public building
projects 2'. In the same region, another girl, Kbaroues, had held already four
times the priesthood of Artemis and she had organised banquets for all the
demos and the aliens who happened to be present and she had dedicated many
offerings to the goddess 22. G.H.R. Horsley comments on another inscription
from Pisidia: «A second way in which the continuity is marked comes in 1.
10, where the wording Thv éavTij (= adm here) Buyarépa would be repeti-
tious after the patronymic in the previous line were we not to recognise that
its inclusion is to underscore Artemis» legitimate right to suceed to the priest-
hood as the daughter of Trokondas. [Why such emphasis on Artemis» legiti-
macy was felt to be needed can only be speculated sic.]; a reasonable guess

18 pG, 54.728.

19 IGR 111, n° 80.

20 R. van Bremen, «A Family from Sillyon», p. 52.

21 G.E. Bean - T.B. Mitford, Journeys in Rough Cilicia 1964 - 1968 (Vienna, 1970), n° 9.

22 Jbid., n° 13. See the authors” comments in p. 33: «Doubtless, although in her fourth year
as priestess, she was a mere girl; for like Cassia of CAGRAE in our n° 9, she was still unmar-
ried. Her family lavished its riches on this child, its heiress, so that she might in her own name
feast the city and make appropriate offerings to hwe goddess».
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would be that Trokondas had no surviving male issue, and the family wished
to indicate that being a daughter was no barrier to succession» 2. The fact
that an heiress could inherit her father's economic obligations to his city is
emphasised in an inscription from Sebastopolis, Cappadocia in which Marcus
Antonius Rufus is recorded as karahmévra kai , 6 péyiotov éomi , SiGdoxov
Kot ToD YEvoug kal T@vV QIAOTEIHIDY TV EaUTH] BuyaTtépa Avrwvia Ma§ipa (=
«has left as heir to his family line and to his financial obligations to the city,
his daughter, Antonia Maxima') 2*. 1 give some other instances of girl-
liturgists or their parents acting in their name: T. Flavius Metrophanes Alex-
ander who held the agoranomia, the curatorship and other offices at Thyatira
in Lydia and who held the priesthoood of Artemis in the name of his two
daughters, Flavia Alexandra and Flavia Glycinna 25, Another man who paid
for the «free» stephanephorate of his daughter (... per& mAeiomg xopds Tov
viov Kol Thv BuyaTtépa abTOD Gpacav dwpeav oTepavnedpov..) 26 Nana a
young girl (parthenos) who was honoured for her «nice residence» (epidumia)
at Apollonia, her father's city ?7; a girl, Flaviane, who was the first parthenos
who held the stephanephorate and the arch-priesthood of the thirteen cities of
Ionia, at Didyma %; a young girl who in her tenure as priestess distributed to
the councillors, though her parents, oil #; Septimia Harmasta was honoured at
Pogla, because her father left to the council and the assembly 1,500 denarii as
a fund for his daughter's demiourgia (the city’s eponymous magistracy) 3¢
Ulpia Euodia Mudiane, priestess of Artemis, prerformed the mysteries and
paid for all the expenditure through her parents (..£kteAdéoav T& puomipia Kai
TEvTa Ta Gvadwdporta Tonjoacav Six Tdv yovéwv) 31; the mother, the ma-

23 «The Mysteries of Artemis Ephesia», Anat. St. XLII (1992), p. 123.

24 IGR 111, n° 115. See also my doctoral thesis,

25 TAM V.2, n° 1002.

26 TAM V.2, n° 1343, at Magnesia at the Sipylos.

27 J. and L. Robert, La Carie, n° 364. Her father who was stephanephoros and gymnasiar-
chos had a dedication to Artemis in her name, op. cit., n° 363.

28 | Didyma, n° 356.

2 [ Magnesia, n° 193.

30 BCH, 16 (1892), p. 421,

31 I Ephesos, n° 989.
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ternal uncle and grandfather of an unnamed priestess of Artemis paid 5,000
denarii to the city as a gift for her priestly office 32.

From all these examples, it becomes clear that elite families were willing
to spend money on their daughters’ careers in local priestly and civic offices
but only if they had no surviving male issue. Also, a girl was excluded from
the more important offices, those which granted voting rights or a seat to the
council to their incumbents. There was a limit to the ambitions of the elite's
female members, and thus we do not find parents paying for a girl's agorano-
mia, for instance. They were willing to do so for a small boy, because his
gender would enable him to hold such an office in the near future. There are
one or two tantalising exemptions, e.g. a woman, Aurelia Agathemeris, held,
together with her daughter Aurelia Aphrodeisia, the very important office of
strategia at Aegiale on Amorgos ¥, but these simply testify to the rule that
really important offices were exclusively male.

It was the male members of the elite who had the opportunity to become
something more than local priests or eponymous magistrates: they could have
a seat on the local council and even hope for a post in the imperial admini-
stration. Actually, membership of the local council had become hereditary in
many cities through the Roman East. Those hereditary councillors were des-
ignated by the title marpéBovrog. In an Ephesian inscription, a list of
couretes, most of the men included are councillors and sons of councillors,
whereas the hierophant Mundicius son of Pappos is registered as
marpiBourog 4. According to P. Veyne, the arpdfouvlog were young sons
of councillors who were trained in council business before they could become
full members *. MatpdPovrog were registered in Syria and the Aegean is-
lands 3. A young boy, Aurelius Salvianus son of Adaios, who won at the pan-
cration in the boys» category at Antiocheia ad Cragum was styled
warpdBoulog ¥7. It was for these boys, the pillars of elite families, that par-

32 Ibid., n° 990,

33 IG XI1.7, n° 409, early third century AD.

34 L. Robert, «Sur une Liste de Courétes 3 Ephése», Apyaiol. Epnuepis (1967), p. 129.

35 P. Veyne, Bread and Circuses (London, 1990), p. 126.

3 L. Robert, op. cit., p. 132.

37 G.E. BEAN - T.B. Mitford, Journeys in Rough Cilicia in 1962 and 1963 (Vienna,

1965), n° 42, early third century AD. For the hereditary character of the honours and offices
through the male line see a third century inscription from Chalcis, Sy/l’, n° 898: «kahidg
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ents were willing to spend money for prestigious offices. The second century
AD rhetor Aelius Aristides composed a speech, the «Birthday speech to Apel-
las», to honour that fourteen-year old boy, a member of the family of Quadra-
tus, who was to preside over the Asclepia games: «And the god seems to me,
in anticipation, to grant to you an honour, which is not at all customary for
boys, in the contests of the Sacred Games of Asclepius, which descends to
you from you father, as has often been said, and from those in the generations
before your father, so that you have fulfilled all that was allowed, and at the
same time it remains, when in the future you pass from boyhood to manhood,
as indeed is ordained by imperial law, for you to be granted honours from the
Emperor, which he often bestows on such great young men when they are
grown up» . The passage comments (a) on the fact that the agonothesia was
rarely granted to boys and (b) on the fact that aristocratic boys after a career
in local politics would become recipient of imperial honours. Despite Aris-
tides' comment, boys-agonothetes were not so infrequent. According to K.J.
Rigsby: «lt is quite possible that Meleager, in passing over his son in 158 to
name his grandson agonothete, was honoring a youth: boy agonothetes, the
son of rich and patriotic families, were frequent in the empire» *°.

Parents or other relatives were keen on funding a young boy's entry into
local politics or on commemorating his memory by setting up a fund for ago-
nothesia or gymnasiarchia: Gaius Sallustius Appianus Aristephanus is re-
corded as &o maidos Gpyikov . A four year old boy, Gnaius Cornelius, was
honoured by the city of Epidauros as agoronomos and gymnasiarchos *!. Dio-
nysios, son of Menelaus was a pais agonothetes at Thyatira, Lydia 4.
Eutychianus was a pais panygiriarches +, at Erythres. Tiberius Claudius made
a promise to fiund a yvpvaoiapyia 61 &yopoiog in the name of his son,
Apameia, Phrygia 4. Gaius Licinius Menandrus held the gymnasiarchia, the

apeifdpevor Tovg Gyabols Gvbpag kai pn €ig adTolg pPovous TAg TerpdsdAAX Kal €ig Tobg
TATOAG PETATIOEVTEG Y.

38 Ch. A. Behr, P. Aelius Aristides: the Complete Works, vol. I (Leiden, 1981), p. 152.

3 «An Imperial Letter at Balbura», AJPh, 100 (1979), pp. 406-7.

40 Meaning that he held offices since he was a child, Thyatira, Lydia, TAM V.2, n° 998,

4t Pleket, Epigraphica II, n° 34, first century AD.

42 Pleket, op. cit., n° 40, second century AD.

43 LeBas W, n° 58.

4“4 MAMA, VI, n° 180.
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agoranomia, and an embassy in the name of his son *. Leon Hierokometes
was arch-priest at the age of ten, gymnasiarchos at the age of eleven and
priest of Zeus Panameros, at Panamara, Caria “. Tiberius Claudius was gym-
nasiarchos of the young while he was a child, yvpvaoiapxioavrog Tdv véwv
év mondi, at Stratoniceia #’. Poplius Aelius Callistratus on the other hand was
honoured as eternal gymnasiarchos through annual distributions of money
and distributions of oil commisioned by his maternal grand-mother Aelia Ze-
nodote and his maternal uncle Poplius Aelius Theon who was the active
gymnasiarchos, at Lindos on Rhodes *%.

Other inscriptions record fathers who held offices in the names of their
sons: A priest of the imperial cult held the agoranomia in thr name of his son
for three months at Prusias, Bithynia *°. Ctesicles held the agelarchia in the
name of his son at Idebessos, Lycia **. A man was honoured because he un-
dertook the office of prytaneia in the name of his sons and grandsons at Apol-
lonis, Lydia 5. Aurelius Hermippus, a xystarches, priest of Artemis, was hon-
oured for holding the first magistracy and the other liturgies in the name of
his sons 52, Ctesicles alias Ctasadas held the office of hypophylax of the Ly-
cians in the name of his two sons at Idebessos 5. The demos of Tabai hon-
oured with the «first honors», Apollonius son of Meliton who became priest
of the city's patron god, was panegyriarchos; he organized public feasts and
was strategos and sitones, through funds provided by his father 3. A young
man (veaviag), Artemidorus son of Nestor, of good character and public
spirit, was honoured by his city for the performance of an eirenarchia and for
the fact that distribution of oil was furnished in his name by his maternal
grandfather 5.

45 I Ephesos, n° 3066.

46 BCH (1887),p. 31,n° 45,

41 [ Stratoniceia, n° 1024.

4 I Lindos (1941), n° 465g.

49 JGR I, n° 66.

50 JGRIIL n° 649.

U TAM V.2, n° 1197.

52 LeBas W, n° 648.

3 TAMT, n° 307.

34 J. and L. Robert, La Carie, n° 13.
55 G.E. Bean - T.B. Mitford, Journeys in Rough Cilicia 1964 - 1968, n° 34,
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The fact that the children of elite families had been so important for the
city's welfare becomes evident from (a) honorific titles viog or Buvyamp
moAews (son or daugher of the city) which were granted in a way of a fic-
tious adopton and (b) by the paramythetic decrees, which were issued by the
city in order to emphasize that an elite family's mourning for a deceased
member was a public occasion. According to M.S. Smith: «Titles like viog
Tiis méAews, found quite frequently in the Empire, especially in Asia Minor,
are perhaps a development from this type of honour. It is true that in the great
majority of cases these titles appear among other distinctions in a way that
does not suggest any connection with normal adoption, and this applies even
where the viog Tijg TTéAews has in fact already been adopted by a person *.
C.P. Jones expressed the opposite view : «Now it is a familiar feature of pub-
lic life in antiquity and especially during the principate, that an eminent per-
son may receive from a public entity such as a city or a province a title denot-
ing some kind of familiar relationship to that entity. The most striking
occurrence is when a man or a woman is called «son» or «daughter» of a city
or some body within it such as the boule: in most, perhaps all, of these cases,
actual adoption seems to have occurred, however strange that may appear to
modern eyes» %7. See also E. Varilioglu's comments on the meaning of these
titles &, It seems that the title was bestwed upon elite children mainly for lit-
urgies or benefactions paid in their name, but sometimes it was just a vague
honour, a kind of compliment paid to certain family: e.g. S. Mitchell com-
menting on an honorific funerary inscription for a young girl of the Plancii
clan: «Plancia Magna Aquillia certainly died young. Like Latina Cleopatra in
the inscription already cited, none of her own offices, achievements or bene-
factions are listed apart from the title «daughter of the metropolis», readily
granted to the child of such notable parents» *°.

The paramythetic decrees on the other hand express the city's genuine sor-
row for the premature death of a young aristocrat, because his/her death
meant that there would be fewer potential benefactors in the near future. For
instance, in such a decree from the city of Aegiale in the island of Amorgos,
the council and the people lament the sudden death of Aurelius Aphrodisius,

%6 «Greek Adoptive Formulae», CQ, 17 (1967), p. 307.

57 «Tpdeipos in an Inscription of Erythrai», Glotta, 67 (1989), pp. 195-6.

38 «Inscriptions from Stratoniceia in Caria», ZPE, 41 (1981), p. 191, note 11.
% «The Plancii in Asia Minor», JRS, LXIV (1974), p. 37.
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a young, handsome descendant of a family of officials and liturgists who was
very promising (... émeidi) Abp. A@podiotog Tob Seivog avbpog TV Trap” ApEv
AeiToupy®V KOt GPXIKDY TOMTOV TG Te GAAG WPOTog Kal KOAOG , €11 pEv
véos , Siapépwv 8t g koomdmT Kol TpoTIOV Etmieikian EATTIdOG Te peydAag
Omogaivwy...) ®. In another decree of consolation for the death of a female
infant, the language becomes poetic, comparing the little girl to a tree which
was uprooted before it could blossom ¢1. Of greater interest is another decree
from the city of Minoa, also in Amorgos in which the consolation of the city
is reserved for the most excellent Philagathos son of Jason, a man who had
held many offices like agoranomia, strategia,and stephanephoria. This man
had got married to a lady from the island of Thera and had from her a young
boy Philagathus who was a great hope for the city: his father held the office
of agoranomos in the boy's name in order to facilitate his career but the boy
died before reached manhood ©2. In another paramythetic decre from Epi-
dauros, the Areos Pagos, the boule and the demos of Athens honoured a
young man, Titus Stetilius, who died suddenly in Epidauros, by erecting his
statue on the Acropolis and in the sacred coutryard in Eleusis; he was a de-
scendant of priests and priestesses, of hierophants and daduchs, and he held
not only Athenian citizenship but he was also a Lacedaemonian, Epidaurian
and Roman citizen . Other inscriptions, mostly epitaphs, shed light on the
subject of children as office-holders. For instance, a funerary stele from Sar-
dis, ca. second century BC, records the virtues of the deceased girl Meno-
phila: she was beautiful and wise, and she held the office of stephanophoros;
she was an only child and her parents had predeceased her, because the epi-
taph mentions that for a person of such qualities husbandless and parentless,

60 |G, XIL.7, n° 408.

61 IG, XIL.7, n° 410.

62 IG, XI1.7, n° 240.

8 IG, VI, n°938. For public honours bestowed upon children of elite families see L.
Robert's, Laodicée du Lycos (Quebec - Paris, 1969), p. 323, for the honours paid to Tatia a véa
fpwida for her father's and great uncle's liturgies to Laodicea. Also see Aelius Aristides, Fu-
neral Oration for Eteoneus 19: «You were an adorment for your friends, family and city. You
held first place in the virtue to be expected of your years. This is our gift to you, but the rest
will be the concern of the whole city», transl. by Ch.A. Behr, Aelius Aristides, the Complete
Works, 11 (Leiden, 1984), p. 157, in which the reference to posthumous honours is implicit.
Also see Philostratus Lives of the Sophists, 558, in which the Athenians are recorded as hon-
ouring Panathenais, the daughter of Herodes Atticus, who died very young with a burial inside
the city and with a commemoration in their calendar.
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many people will shed tears . Thus the loss which Menophila's premature
death caused to the city is expressed obliquely.

The hereditary character of the membership in the curial class was stressed
many times in inscriptions: in one from the district of Ancyra, Aquine daugh-
ter of Caius is called &mo mammwv PouvAevtikij (descendant of councillors)
and her husband Diogenes son of Alexander kai a0TOg Tij PouvAeuTiki
Tayparog (himself member of the councillors» class) . The children of
councillors thus seemed to have formed special groups, engaging in athletics
which had become an aristocratic, exclusive field. For instance, in the city
of Pithecusa, near to Naples, in the second century A.D, the daughters of the
councillors engaged in foot-races at the city's stadium . It is not suprising
then that when wealthy benefactors were establishing alimentary schemes, the
recipients were children of the curial class. C.P. Jones made some interesting
coments on the subject: «In alimentary schemes such as that of Basila at At-
ina, of Hadrian at Antinoopolis and of the unnamed benefactor at Xanthos,
the children who benefit are the offspring of citizens. If the same is assumed
here, then the word ending -Tika in the line 8 should be, not [oikelrikd, but one
of equal length, [roMilriké, perhaps spelled [moAeilrika. Lidell and Scott cite
an inscription of Naples which shows that in the local Sebasta there was a
class of entrants called Traibes ToArTikoi, boys with citizen fathers» just as
there was a class of Boulevtdv Buyatépes “daughters of councillors™» ¢7.

Elite families were anxious to have honours heaped upon their children,
alive or dead, and thus used funds to make benefactions in the name of the
whole family. For instance, in the reign of Septimius Severus, Tryphon son of
Apollonides, a man who had held offices and perfomed liturgies, made a
promise to the demos of Tacina to fund the construction of a bath with the
money from the dowry of his deceased daughter Ias; the benefaction was in
the name of himself, his wife Amma and his surviving daughter Basilo; one
of the conditions though was that the three benefactors will be granted the

6 W.H. Buckler - D.M. Robinson, Sardis VI: Greek and Latin inscriptions (Leiden,
1932),n° 111.

65 S, Mitchell, Regional Epigraphic Catalogues of Asia Minor IT (Oxford, 1982), n° 195.
For other examples of the BovleuTikév Taypa, see G.E. Bean - T.B. Mitford, Journeys in
ROugh Cilicia 1964 - 1968, nos 152 & 154c.

6 G, Buchner, Par. Del Passato, vii (1952), p. 408.

67 «Eastern Alimenta and an Inscription of Attaleia», JHS, 109 (1989), p. 190.
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privilege of lifelong use of the bath, free of charge . The inclusion of chil-
dren in their parents benefactions and liturgies is a common feature in the
epigraphic record of both mainland Greece and Asia Minor: T. Flavius Dio-
medes, son of the city, is recorded as being co-gymnarchiachos and as co-
supervisor of repair work at the exedra and as co-dedicator of the statue of
Demos, together with his three sons, at Stratoniceia ®. Menecrates son of
Menecrates, the state doctor of the city (dpxiatpog) who was stephan-
ephoros, dedicated a colonnade together with his daughter Tryphaena, who
was styled stephanephoros and gymnasiarchos 7, at Euromos, Caria. Ammia
daughter of Pieron donated water from her field to the city of Beroia, Mace-
donia, and constructed the drain-pipes and the aqueduct, together with her
three sons 7!. Pollis, stephanophoros, priest and agoranomos dedicated a col-
onnade to the temple of Zeus Osoyes with his wife and two sons, at Mylasa 72.
The children of a benefactor are recorded as co-donors in many inscriptions
of Ephesos under the formula peté T@v Tékvwv  or obv Tékvoig 3. Poplius
Quintilius Vales Varius did not hesitate to display the names of his wife and
daughter as co-donors in the reconstruction of a public latrine and its adjacent
brothels (raibiokijoig)! 7 Marcus Aurelius Andreas is recorded as dedicating
18 guild statues of Eros together with his wife and paides (sons) at Tralleis 7.
Queen Tryphaena of Thrace acted as benefactress of Cyzicus together with
her two sons, who were still minors 76,

One of the most important things for pagan elite families was the com-
memoration of their deceased members: dead children were included in this
custom; a number of inscriptions records parents» setting up funds for their
children's commemoration: Aurelia Technike was honoured by the council
and the people of Teos, because her mother had left 1,000 denarii to the

68 IGR,IV,n° 881.

%% E. Varinlioglu, «Inscriptions from Stratoniceia in Caria», ZPE, 41 (1981), p. 189.
70 LeBas W, nos 314-318.

1 AHMITZAZ, M. ,'H Makebovia év AiBois MBeyyopévois kai Mvnpeioig Zwlopévorg
(A9nva, 1896), n° 62.

2 BCH (1881), p. 99.

73 I Ephesos, 429, 430, 941, 957, 959, 960, 961, 967, 969, 1588, 1589, 1590a.

7 I Ephesos, n° 455, second century AD.

75 I Tralleis, n° 164,

76 IGR, IV, nos 144, 145, 146, reign of Tiberius.
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council so as to fund by its interest annual distributions to the councillors 7’.
A statue was to be erected according to the resolve of the council and the
people of Aphrodisias, to honour posthmously Marcus Aurelius Attalus Ar-
temidorus, a descendant of officials and liturgists; the set up of the statue, as
well as a gift of money to the council, was the responsibility of his mother;
Marcus died young (tedevmioavra véov v fAikiav) 8. Aurelius Heracleon
son of Carpion was honoured by a statue set up by his father and by a gift of
money by his mother to the council in order to crown his tomb . Valeria Al-
exandra, an arch-priestess, dedicated an altar and gave a gift of 1,000 denarii
to the gerousia of Thessalonike, Macedonia #.

It is not surprising then, that young boys became appointed as emperors
during the early and middle third century A.D: Elagabalus, his cousin Alex-~
ander Severus and Gordian III. According to Wiedemann, children were ap-
pointed as co-regents with their father in order to cement the succession of
the imperial office in the year 192/3 A.D 8. The Severan dynasty had tried to
establish a dynastic feeling which had developed fully since the early princi-
pate; J. Nicols rightly connects the phaenomen of the children-emperors with
imperial women's new high status and official intervention in the state ad-
ministration #2. Of course, a child could not act as an emperor, because the
office was much more demanding than a local liturgy, so according to
Herodian, the control of the administration in the reign of Alexander
Severus (who was only thirteen when he was proclaimed emperor in 222
AD), was in the hands of his grandmother and mother .

Summing up, we could say that the phenomenon of children as office-
holders or of benefactors was part of the complex transformation of the Greek
city from an independent political unity to being part of a gigantic state. As
wealth was accumulated in the hands of a few families in each city, the he-

77 LeBas W, n° 77.

78 LeBas W, n° 1609a.

7 At Kolossoi, Caria, MAMA, VI, n° 42,

80 261/2 AD, Kavatoobng, Makeboviki Mpoowmoypagia (Thessalonike, 1955), n° 1058.
81 Adults and Children in the Roman Empire, pp. 125-6.

82 «Patrona Civitatis: Gender and Civic Patronage», C. Deroux (ed.), Studies in Latin Lit-
erature and Roman History, V (Brussels, 1989), pp. 223-5. See also my doctoral thesis (n. 4
above).

83 Herodian, 6.1-2.
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reditary element became prominent, shifting into public life previous «mar-
ginals», children and women, whose wealth could be used by the city,in an
era in which citizenship did not require active participation, but simply the
willingness to spend «private» wealth on «public projects».

APPENDIX: Children as Office Holders or Benefactors.

(1) Kallistratus Laibianus honoured at Thyatira, Lydia: .. ij BouA) ék T@v
ibiwv paprupodboa dvéomoev Ek Taddg MAig kal év &GANoig Gpxois Kai
Aertoupyies abTob iibn éSutmperobvros Tij Trarpidt ', TAM, V.2, n® 83.

(2) Socrates Sacerdotianus: he was ' £pywv e dvabipactv kai @AoTeipialg
Tavrodatais amd Toubos koopdoavra T warpidt ¢ at Thyatira, Lydia, TAM,
V.2, n° 980.

(3) G. Sallustius Appianus Aristephanus who was * &md Twaubog Gpyikdv ’ at
Thyatira, Lydia, TAM, V.2, n°® 998.

(4) T. Flavius Metrophanus was a ' iepaodpevov 1ijg ApTépibos edoeBids Kol
@oteipws OmEp  QroPiag  AdeLavbpas kai  QAafiag Mukivvag 1@V
Buyatépwv.. ' at Thyatira, Lydia, TAM, V.2, n°1002.

(5) Unmarried man who * mv putaveia dvarafiévra Omép Te £éauTod kal TV
Tékvwv kol TV Ekyovev kol T@V éxybvwv.. ' at Apollonis, Lydia, TAM, V.2,
n°®1197.

(6) Menogenes son of Meniscus was ' amo 1ijg Tpdms RAIKIOG EDTAKTWS KO
¢me®s To Gmavra Tob Jfjv Xpovov BeBiwkdg kol Sinvek®dg ws TV GAAwV év
moTEl XPrioel EQUTOV TTAPETXETO TOIG TTOAXOTS Ev Te TAIS TrEldTEVBEITAIG APX TS
OTO 10D Sfpov kaBapeiwg kal PiAodSEwWs agioliAevTos éaivero.. at Aizanoi,
Phrygia, Ist Mitt., 25 (1975), pp. 352-3.

(7) Ex TV xpnudTwv Be... TV OO KamAA.. bmep mpuTaveiag 100 viod adThS...
reign of Maximian, at Teios, lonia, SEG, II (1924/25), n° 591, early fourth
century AD.

(8) " 6 &ijpos 6 Kaypéwv Kaoaiav Eppoyévous Mouaaiov, iépeiav Aidg, Boaidv piv
ai®dva digyou oav GAAG v ToAAois Xprioipeboacav Ti| TaTpidl, TepRs Eveka,
Ty kriotpiav ' G.E. Bean - T.B. Mitford, Journeys in Rough Cilicia 1964 -
1968 (Vienna, 1970), n° 9.

(9) ‘KPapovng Zitov Buydtnp .. 10 TéTapTov VUV itpwpévn Tij TTaTpid Bed

ApTémbi, tomdooca kad Ekaomv igpoovviv WGvTa TOV bifjpov Kot Tobg

’
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mapemdnuodvrag §évous, GvabipaTa Tij Be® ikava ¢k T®v iditov avaTeBekuia®,
G.E. Bean - T.B. Mitford, Journeys in Rough Cilicia 1964 - 1968, n® 13.

(10) *'H méhig 1év Embavpiwv Ivdiov Kopvijhiov Tvaiiou vidv MoBAxpov érdv
TEGOGPWY KOl YUHVOOIAPXIoAVTA KOi Gyopavopioavta év Tdi§ Tavoayupeoty,
&peTig Evekev kal ebvoiag Toig eig avTdv ’, Pleket, Epigraphica, II, n° 345, first
century AD.

(11) * ‘lepebs év Kopupioug €€ émayyediag AlovuookAijs MMatiov Mévtwp |,
@INSTaTPIg , PETa SpXIepwoUVV v £TéAecEv éTI IO GOV KOl OTe@AVINPOPIX
ToU AméAwvos ', Pleket, Epigraphica, II, n° 38, at Stratoniceia, Caria, second
century AD.

(12) * H BouMy kai 6 8fpos éteipnoav ToTg kaANioTalg KOl peyioTalS TipES
MoAoooov lMepeitou 10D ApTepmbuwdpou MpuTroD, yevépevou iepéa Eppol Ayopaiou
woida Ty HAkiav *Pleket, Epigraphica, II, n° 39, at Aphrodisias, Caria.

(13) * 'H BouvAy kal 6 Sfpog éreipnoev Aiovioiov Meveddou Toida, Tp@dTOV
&ywvobémv Tig mpwltdlws &xBeiong OTO TG TOAews XefaoTeiov ko
Tupipvijou TTavifyUpews, €00EPMG KOT HEYOAOPPOVWS, TIAVTY PACTEPNBEVTX Tij
TaTpidl TG Te TOV dywviopdtwv Béparta kal T1ds émbdoelg Tdv Embea§apévwv
ik TV ibiwv momMoapev, kal Tag émbddoeig TV Embei§opivov ék TOV idiwv
moifoapev, kol Tag e0OePElg Buoiag TH Be®d OnpoTerels kai  AapTpdg
¢mtedéoavra Tais ebTUXEOIV EopTaig Kalil MpwTalg v BovNjv Kol TOV Sfjpov
toridoavra ', at Thyatira, Lydia, TAM, V.2, n° 960.

(14) \... ing iépeia Ebwkev i} PiAooeBdoTw PovA Hix TGOV yovéwv év kaTakAioe:
v oTrupida kai EAaiov E0nkev i) oAer.., I. Magnesia, n°® 193, at Magnesia-on-
Maeander.

(15) *.."Ovrog yop aOToD 161le] ... MAZH..] petdr Aeiomg xopdis Tov Olov Kai
Tiv Buyatépa abTold Gpfacav dwpeav oTepavnpopiav... ', at Magnesia ad
Sipylum, TAM, V.2, n® 1343.

(16) * [bpopdlpos Aptémbos Mubeing QAaPia [...PAafilov MNaykpdiTovs..,
pnirpos  6¢  BoPlaBliblog  Tiis  Niknlpdrov, éorepavnpopnikviag] pwmg
TrapBévou, fpxliepalrwukias Tis TpiokaiSelkamdibogs T@v ldvwy, S TO Yévos
nAoTan &1 TdvV LTroyeyplapplévwy Tpoydvwy..!, 1. Didyma, n® 356.

(17) * 'O 6&fjpos éreipnoev Navav Mevavbpou, mapBévou, Buyatépa 6t
Mevévbpou Nedpyou ToD oTepavipipou GHO KOl YUPVOOIOpXOv, TTAong ApeTiis
Evexev opoiws Ot kai 6 Sifjpos 6 ATroAwviardv éreipnoev Néava Six eboyfipova
wap’ abrToig ¢émbnpiav /, at Kidrama, J. and L. Robert, La Carie (Paris, 1954),
n° 186.
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(18) * [ H PouNy kai O OFjpog éreipnoav [IT.Tajpbpwvog vidv fpwa
[yvpvaociopxiloavra &' 8hov Tob [ETous bpakToils doaebtoils Hpépag maonk
Kol vUkTOG Trpl@TOV KOt pévov dikd Te T idliav apemv kai Tldg TV Wpolydvwv
aOTob eig Tyv] Tarpiba  edlepyeoiag, ka® OmWdloxeowv kai [avri Tijg ibiag
yulpvaoiopyiag [1fig pnTpos v &lvadeaiv Tob [avbpidvrog omoapéwng Taltiog
TS ... BuyaTtpds, iepeiag ditx [Biov Tiig] Aatoobvng Tiig [TéAewsl Etous nvp , at
Heraclea Salbake, Caria, J. and L. Robert, La Carie, n° 56.

(19) * Ayabi) T0xn . Tov igpéa TV ZefaoTdV KO PIAGTTATPIV KGI PIAGTIHOV, Oig
GpSavra kol mpdTOV Gp)XovTa Kai igpéa kai dywvoBeTobvrog Aibg ‘OAvpTriov
kal watépa ig xeiapxov kai Ty, &yopavopfgavra OTIEP TOD LIOD pAvoas
TpEi§ ¢mipavds.., at Prusias, Bithynia, IGR, III, n° 66.

(20) Ctesicles alias Ctasadas who * teTéAekev OTEp T0D LIOD aOTOD Gyedapyiav
¢monpws kai Pidaydbws ’, at Idebessos, Lycia, IGR, 111, n°® 649.

(21) * EpuBpaiwv moAeos. T. OA. Adp. AAéEavbpov TOV ék TpoySvwv Kai TTd
Toudds Aitoupydv.. ', at Erythrae, lonia, REG 12 (1897), p. 257.

(22) *  AyoBh 10xn. Nipgoug Naidowv &yaAddpevos €vBa ZiBoAAns, eipijvig
GpSas EdTUXIOVES TO TdpoiBe, Samavang ETOIpHOS Ayopavopos PIAGTEIHOS,
Gppw 5& edPpuxws oLy EdTUXIOVE, ik TTIPOooGdwV diwv i TaTpidi, T0 Géwp
at Erythrae, LeBas W., n° 58.

(23) * Ayabh TOXn. Abp. Eppitriov, EuoTdpyny, iepéa Tiig ApTépibog, Tov Evbofov
kal @AdTatpiv.. Gpfavra Ty mpwmy XV Em@avids Kai TGS Aoimdg
Aeitoupyios Omép Te abTOD KA TiV Taidwv Nefjrov kal Eppimouv
¢ktedéoavra  ’, at Philadelphia, LeBas W. , n® 648.

(24) * H PBouN) kai 6 Ofpos, Eteiunoav Zwkpdm E§dakig .. €v  Troubi
[épnBapyxfoavral.’, at Philadelphia, LeBas W. , n® 654.

(25)* "Erous € kai k, pnvos 1B 6."Eboev T@®d1 dipan £mrel MAobTapxos Eppoyévous
100 MouTrdpyov TdV ToMIT@®Y, avbpos kaAoD koi &yaBoDl kol yévous TpwToU
Kol &PETR} KOl TrioTel SiaépovTos, YeyovaTos amo Tijg Tpdmg HAikiag évbiEou
woAfTou TeTeAekdTog Te Wdoaig WOAAGKIS TS &pxds./, at Maeonia, Lydia,
TAM, V.1, no 514.

(26) * H BouM kai 0 Sifjpos kai o kaToikolvTeg Pwpdior éteipnoav TiBépiov
KAavdiov , at Apameia, Phrygia, MAMA,, n° 180.

(27)* [6 8fjpos]

[ Ereipnoev Taig] kaNAioTaig] [kai mpwdTang kail peyiotarg [repaic AToAAkwviou
MeAiltwvos..] pou, yevdlpevov iepéa MoAijodxov kai foTidoavra ToAGKIS Tiv]
wéAhiv [.xal mavnlyvpioplxjoavra ..Aog] kai TeAéoaviTa Tdoag Tas Gpxas] Kai
Tas [Aeitovpyias ..} POX Tijs [mpwlms otpamyias kal celtwvRooavra Tév &ig
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TaOTd Salmavhpdtwv yevopévwv OO [Tob]l wartpog avTol Meditwvos [£§
oikoiag Suvdpews «kal vl [&vdloTaov kai TovTou TOD  GV[bpidlvrog
Tomodpevou Trap’ éauTol ', at Tabai, L. Robert, Hellenica, 1l (1946), pp. 33-4,

(28) * [ZePlooTd Teplpavikd, &k T®I idiwlv Emedh o] viog Modateiva GAaliavdg
~v] vadv Tobg avToklparopag peta Tijg pnTpos GAloPiag Anpokparios ToOv
[voov kai Tl &Ma T&x pog THv eboéPeiav €0 , at Keramos I. Keramos,
n°T8.

(29) ' ..eibnv Tpig TOD AmoAAwviov ZaGvBiov, avbpa Evbofov ék TpoySvwv,
BouAeuniy, ... TENéoavTa 8t kai TAg AoiTrhg AeiToupyiag KAl UTIEP TV Eyyovwv
- ', at Xanthos, Lycia, IGR III, n° 605.

(30) * 'OBpipov MAdTwvog véou veaviav KGOPIGV Te KOl OWEPOvVO, iEpéat ..
avéomoev 8¢ Tov avdpidvra MGTwv ‘Ofpipouv Tob Apxebipov 6 mamp
@idooropyias xépwv /, G.E. Bean,The Inscriptions of Side (Ancyra, 1965),
n°® 121.

(31) * TiBepiov, KAavbdiov Aeovras viol Kupeiva Oeopdvous, kad’ vioBeoiav bt
MuBdov IkSpTTwvog, @IAGKQIOOPOS kol @AoTTaTpiSog, viol Tijg ToAews,
Yupvaoiopxioavros Tdv véwv év aidi ... /, . Stratoniceia, n°® 1024.

(32) 6 Sifpog kol fi Bouli) kai f) iepd yepouaia MuBéav ApiaTitrmouv Ale§avpou
KoAiopyéa, mpoydvwv €vB6§wv kai @idoteipwvy mpog M TaTpida yevopévwv
Kai aOTOV, 6 &md TPW MG RAkiag @iIAdmatpiv OTGp§avra EBayev , 1. Stra-
toniceia, n° 1207.

(33) * viov oAews, @AdTIOTPIV 16 TE THV TdV RBOV ogPvemMTa KOl TV &GO
TpoySvwv e0YEVEIX .. TEOGY Te AeiToupyiav kal Gpxiyv Ao Trpwdmg NAKiog
TeAéoavra T maTpidi abBaipéTws .. , at Magnesia-on-the Maeander, 1.
Magnesia, n° 163.

(34) ' i PovAy kai O Oijpos kai # yepovoia kai of véor Ertefnoav kai
HEMAAOKXOTC... Titov @OAdQuiov .. kol oOTOV amo  Tpwms  HAikiog
yupvaociapxfioavra .../, at Aphrodisias, LeBas W. , n° 1601.

(35) .. Aéwv lepoxwpims ETdv peTa Gpxiepoalviy fjv éTédeoev Qv éTév Séka,
Kai yvpvooiapXiav fiv éTéhecev éTdv Séka Evog kail iepoolvnyv ToD peyioTou
0e00 A10g TMavapdpou fjv éTéeoev Gv ér@v béka ¢€ .. ', at Lagina, Caria,
BCH (1887), pp. 31-2, n° 45.

(36) * dbamavicavra amo dnvapiwv pupiwv, gipnvapxioavro, Tapaguid§avra
Kal 1&g &AAag dpxGs kai Aeitoupyiag kol ouvelbdoels Tij TOTPidI kol Tap&
Suvapiv TAnpwoavTa, TP Te abToD Kal M. Adp. TMoAvxpoviov Tod viod avTob
-, at Aphrodisias, Caria, BCH (1885), p. 76, n° 6.

180


file:///jtra
file:///itTcx

Children as Office Holders and Benefactors in the Eastern Part of the Roman Empire

(37) " [ OmEp 0 L. THS] yUvVaKOG aOTOD, kO [OTEp TGV LIGV AOTOD
Newodlpouv [.g Twpovl ko XapiEévov kai Olmép] 1Hig Buyatpdg avTOD
Hppod,wpag Tdg mepi Tv Beov AiToupyiag kol Tag GAAag &pxas kai Mitoupyiag®,
¢miredéoavra Empavids, i} TOAIG TOV GpioTov ATV GvéoToey, TO GVAAWHG
Tomoapévev Tdv Tékvwv adTol ,  at Hermione, in Achaia, IG, IV, n° 715.
(38) * 1} BouAiy kot O ijpog Ereipnoev Téiov lobhiov Falou “louhiov Kéheposg
DwTeivod kai Opdewviag Mavleivng iephig viov GaPia MovTiavév, Taida yovéwv
e0oePdV pev oS Ty Bedv, oroudaiwyv &t Tept THv maTpida lovAia Iwévbovoa
TipecPuTépa TOv Exyovov avélnkev. ODTOG ibity avaidpaT 81 ToD TaTpdg T
aycApara TV Bedv Kai TOV BwHOV KATEOKEVOOEV Kai TO MOUOEiov éKGOUNoEV
Kai i) PouN) koBIEpwoev, KBoTe kol éviauTév T 8 iF pnvdg MapakTiipos Tiis
Buoiag Toig Oeoig émiTeAovpéwng MO  PBouleuvTas Kal iepels AapBdvelv Gva
dnvépia kai To €ig v dnpociav 6& Busiav ék TAOV ibiwv Tpookabiépwony /, 1.
Ephesos, n° 690.

(39) ' Trdiog Aiviog ’lvouvévros Zpupvaiog, AAeavdpels,  Abnvaios,
Aakebaipévios,  TpoaAdiavds,  TOAMOTIS  WAVKPOTIGOT]G  TAEIOTOVEIWS
mapadbofog, TUkmMg  dAertdg, fuatdpxns Sk Piov  vejoas  Taibwv
mavkpatiov MG6ia.. , L. Tralleis, n® 113.

(40) *'H BouN) kai 6 fjog Oebidav BePaiov pioer 5t Mevdvipou Gvbpa kalov
KOl AyaBov YUpVGoIapXAoavTa TV véwv obv 1@ Uil Oelida AauTpds Kol
peyodopioxws ... I lasos, n® 122.

(41) * Mevekpams MevekpaToug O GpxiaTPog TijS TOAEWS, OTEPAVIPGPpWY TOV
Kiova oUv omeipn Kol kepaNf, Trpovonoopéwns Tils BuyaTpds awTol Tpugaivrs
i kal avTijs oTepavngopov kai yvpvaoidpxov ', at Euromos, Caria, LeBas
W.,n° 314-18.

(42) * H PBouAy xai o6 bffpos kai N yepovoia ApioTéav OeaimiTou
oTepavnpopioavTa,  Kai  yupvaciapxjoavra  Tidv  mpeoPuTépwy,  Kai
mpeofevdoavra  OmEp T mwoaTpidos €IS fHyepoviba Pwpn  Swpedv, kai
oTpamyoavTa, Kol &yopavopioavta Kol TAS Aoimdg apxas kol OTmpesiag
TGoag TEAECaVTa, kol Aeipovra kal OTEP ToD vioD OecimTou TOD AploTéou
Afovtog fpwog ToUg Te véoug kai ToLG TPEOPUTEPOUG Trap” EVIOUTOV TOV
dékatov pijva eig TO dinvekel, Tipfis kou ebvoiag xdpiv Tijg eig eavtov /, 1. Iasos,
n° 82.

(43) * pAgiopa émel Aovioiogs Fldmudog Tob Matrddov 6 iepelis Tod Niveudiov
A10g avilp TTaTpOg Kai Tpoyovay LTIEPXWV KaADY Kol &yaBdv kol év apxais
kol @idobofiag yeyovoTwvy kol auTog GO TPpWMg HAKkiag Piov oguvov Ko
évapetov  €AGpevog iepateiav Te T@v ZefaocT<dv> kol Ady<w>voBeoiov Kol
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peoPeiag kol épnBopxeiav kal oTpamyiav kai ypappareiav Kol TAg Aoirag
apx0S Oepv@®ds kol eDOEP®dS Kal vopipws kol Sikaiwg TeAéoag ., at
Aphrodisias, MAMA, VIII, n° 410.
(44) * i BouM) kal 6 Sifpos ETipnoav Tdis kKOAMOTAIS KOl PeYIOTOIG TEIPATS KO
pemMAAOKXOTO ApIoTokAfar ApioTokA€oug ToD ApTepidbwpou MoAXoodv ITrTrikév,
VEQVIOV YEVOHEVOV,YEVOUG TOD TrpidTOU KOI OUVEKTIKGTOG THV TOTpida Kai év
YUHVAOIapXiOIG KOl OTEQAVIIPOPIONG YEYOVOTOG TV Teyjv  AvareBeikuiog
Appiag Tijg ApioTokAéoug ToD ApTepidbwdpov yuvaikds, TG pnTpods avtob ’, at
Aphrodisias, MAMA, VIII, n° 468.
(45) ' 6 Sifjpog Mnvogidav Eppayévoug

KOGV Kal Xapiegoav MeTpog deikvio! Tig EvTi

pouvo®v poavierl ypdppata  Mnvogidav.

Tev & €vex” év oTdAa YAuTrTOV Kpivov §be kol GAgpa

BYPAog kai TaAapos, Toig & éml kal oTEyavds,

‘H copia ptv BiProg, 6 & ab mepikpampopneis

GapxGv paviel, povvoyovav &t To év, ebTokTov &

APETUG TAAAPOG pdvupa, 10 & GvBos Tav akudv

avriv’ ENjioata kobglal To1 kK6vIg €t TOAAX ToIifbe

Bavouvoy, dyapor oUdE yovers, Toig EMreg Sdkpua ,
at Sardis, W.H. Buckler - D.M.Robinson, Sardis IV: Greek and Latin Inscrit-
pions (Leiden, 1932),n° 111.

(46) ' ... Neigpiwvog Buydmp Appa petd TV Tékvwv KAauvbiov ....IMeigpiwvog

APOVTOU ... TOUTO TO Udwp eiodyovoa ék TV aldTiig Xxwpinv T6 Te DEpaywyiov
kai 1O ékboyeiov ibioig avadwpaot karaokevdoaoa avéBrkev ', at Beroia, Ma-
cedonia, Aypurcag, H Maxedovia...n° 61.
(47) * Eioid1 Aoyia kai i) oAl Tov Pwpdv Gvébnkav A. BpolTTiog AyoBopdpos
kal i yowvi] aotol EAevBépiov Omiep Tijs Buyatpds Meldnoiag evfdpevor émi
iepéws 816 Piov A. Bpourtiov Momrhiavod ’, at Beroia, Macedonia Afpitcag, H
Moxedovia... ... n° 62.

(48) ' "Erous Z§w, Ppdvtwv Alovuoiov ITueppaios 0 GvTapywv
Aiovuoiou Tob vioh ToD dyopavdpov ToUg Keloveg
¢rroify /,
at Monastir, Macedonia, Afjuitoas, H Makebovia... ... n° 272, ca. 123 AD.
(49) * 'H BouAij xai 6 Sijpog

¢reipnoev Zemmipiav AppaoTay,
Thv a§i6Aoyov, dnuiovpydv, yévous AapPpob kol évboEou
Kkail To0 TpwTeYOVTOG Trap ATV, ToD TaTPOS
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abTiiS Eppéou ATTéOUS, HETH KO ETEPWV BV TTOPECXETO
i} WOAel, kaTaMTTévTog 8E KA €ig Silavopds T Te

iepa Boujj kai 17} EkkAnoia ag’, ki AL f

AppdoTa Umreppidompioato OTEp dnpoupyiag &g,
gbvoiag Evekev Tijg €ig Mv maTpida ’,

at Pogla, BCH, 16 (1892), p. 425.

(50) * AvTokpdTopl Kaioapt [AopeTiav®d] Zefaotd [Meppavik®d] kal ApTéuidi
Mepyaia/ AcvAw TOv mlpyov Sioteyov iépeia Anplnirpos Apem Anunrpiou
é¢wavyeldapévny T kopn émoinoev €k TGOV idiwv kavov €k Bepedinv Kol
oTeydoaoa kabiépwoev kai viv SiaplommBevra wakiv TeipdBeog Mevvéov o
¢yyovés aotiis &1 Eémtpémov abvTod KidAAnk Mdpou, [Ths pnrpols] alvrob,
avaraBov kai oTEYAoOS €k KOIVIJS KAl kepapwoag &k T@v] idliwv] &védbnkev ', at
the village of Lirboton, Pamphylia, SEG, VI (1932), n°® 672.

(51) * e EmBODOQV Ev TE T§) SnpiovpYidI Kkai 1§} Yopvaoiaplxlila
K ] 1} Gpxiepwoivy kai Tdg igpolovvaig kai év 1) ToD vioh Shpovpyids
Kol v 1fj Tijs Buyarpds yvpvaoiopyia ',
at Sillyum, Pamphylia, Lanckoronski, Stadte Pamphyliens und Pisidiens I, no 60.
(52) ' IYAwms GV TRV dpioTwv o THs TPWMG HAikias, Xpeiag Tapexdpevos /,

at Olympos, Caria, SEG, IV (1929), n°® 238.

(53) ' ... 6 [.. wWAOMG ASIOON poplrupios Tapd [Tals [fueiv kat T@® dipko, T& &
viv dopévas xpwlpelvog Tij ibia kadokayadia peyadoixws [ws] kaf@] é&kaarov
EVIQUTOV peTdl TV Taidwv povog koll] TpdTog OTépeivev €m EviaUT® TG
Sdamavijpata koopnTeiov  TE Kol yupvaoiapxiav KOl VUKTEpjaV Kl
vbpomapoyiav, 6”° 60 oi AnuntpiacTai BovpdoavTes avTOD TO TPOG ALTOUS
gvouv Ekpevav GuoiBdoBai avT® Tois Tpemoboaus Tepals STWS OOV
OTdpxouotv iepeis Hix Biov émi Sipoipia GAerTovplyhoia avTog pEv Baooos Tijg
ApTémdos, ZepPidia 6t Zexkovvba Tijg ZefaoTiis AfpnTpos Kapmogpdpou, Mpdkiog
8t véwv AiGokopwv Apodoov Kaioopog vidv ..., at Ephesos, 19 - 23 AD,
SEG, IV (1929), n° 515.

(54) * ATéAAwVl kai EkGm kol TOIG guvvaois [Beois O deiva peta Tiig pnirpog
NeikoBovAng iepootviiv avicAaBdv &vébnkev TOV vadv oLV Td KGopw Kl ToTG
xOxAw Toixois , BCH 58 (1934), p. 378, at Hyllarima, Caria, probably Helle-
nistic.

(55) ' .. I®lv kata Ty dexapwTiav Evekev [Ev] Siagépovoav Toig ékyovolg poi
Zapatmiovi &yopavopioavtt kai Qidoféva, apiiiGev &mo i ToD MaTPOS
avTdv Npiwvog dadoxiis *

PSI, 303, second/third century AD, Egypt.
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(56) .. ¢rakoloudiong avTiis i) émiTpoTj kol ToapaAapfavoiong avTiS TO £§
abT@V TEPIYEIVOPEVD, G O Appmdviog fiwoe Eig TO AoukopAvToV a0TOV
yevéaBan troloupévng aoTiis T& {0} 1fig koopnTeiag kol T& &AM TV Tabwv
Sarravipara ../, PSI, 1159, reign of Hadrian, Egypt.

(57) " .. 6 arpam/yés To B Nobiog Avoaviag eimev, kaAds Tole/TTe SpeiBdpevor
ToLG GyaBobg Gvbpag kai P £ig / aTOLG pdvous TS TIpGS, GAA Kai €ig Tobg
TaT/6aG peTATIOEVTES /,

Syli3, n° 898, at Chalcis, ca. 267 AD.
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Abstract

One of the most curious aspects of euergetism in the Roman imperial
period was the participation of children and women in public life.

During the Classic and the Hellenistic periods it would have been
unthinkable that a child could have been elected as state official. Never-
theless, the Greek cities, soon after their enforced unification by the
Macedonian monarchy, started to loose their political autonomy and to
face severe financial strains.

Thus, their economic survival became their most pressing problem,
since they desperately needed funds in order to maintain their estab-
lished way of life, i.e gymnasia, baths, market —places. Therefore, the
elite families, who had so far monopolized the land and the other
sources of wealth, had to foot the bill.

Progressively most public offices became liturgies: the incumbent
had to pay the expenses of his office and thus he was granted the title.
As adult males of the elite were not always available for offices, for a
number of reason, their children, under the de facto tutelage of their
mothers, had to fulfill the civic obligations of the family . The member-
ship of the curial class became hereditary and the curiale’s sons were
called patrobouloi.

The Greek cities expressed their gratitude to the rich families of their
society by granting to the elite offspring honorary titles such as «son» or
«daughter» of the city and also by issuing paramythetic decrees upon
their premature death.

Such was the power of children office-holders that in the 3™ century
AD two adolescents, Heliogabalus and Alexander Severus, reigned in
Rome under the tutelage of their grandmother.
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