PROJECT MERCURY

America’s first spacoman bas taszted the cxcitement of fiving into
the uzkaoewn end coming back to earth to tell cbout if, His piloneecring
flight has opencd infinite vistas of the universe for exploraticn by men.
The accouplishmeni, of courge, was uot a curprise. It has been koo
for soxe years that Prcicet Hercury was underuay, that the U.8. Netional
aercrautics and Space Administreticn hed as one of itz many space projects
the dovelopment of o monned spacecraft, and that thousands of scilentists :
and engineers were engaged in the grezt effort. How, with the feasibilicy g
of mavned space £light established, the endesvor is moviag shead. In
prospect sre orbital flipghts for the asirensuts, edvanced spacecraft, and
£lights to the moon and pilamets. UThat will be found in the reaches of
space will be a tale of discovery unfolding In the years, generatioms, .
and sges to come. Ahead lies a time of great adventure and progress for
mankind. {(The accompanylng plctures show some of the steps that led to
America’s first pionsering leap intc space.)

Astronocut Virgll I. Grissom, the first American man-into-space, goes
through a rigorous phase of training for his flight. He became accustomed
to the sensation of acceleration and deceleration in this giant cemtrifuge,
which spun him until he was pressed back into his ccuch with a forece 18
times greater than his own weight.

(Photo No. 61-4505. Accompanies "First U,.S. Man in Space" Packet.)




