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TREST OF BIGGEST

Before the ond of 19%i. a rocket vehicle towering 185 f=et (56 meters)

sbove ‘s seaside launch pad at Cape Canaveral, Florida, is expected to roar
pward intc space. This will be the maiden test Ilight of Saturn, the Oig cagak-

*ngine rocket designed to have mere than twice the lifting power of any other
United States booatzr The success of this test, and others to foliow it will
vk iraporiant steps In the U S advance in peaceful space erxploration

At Marshall Space Flight Center in Huntsville., Alabama. where it was
developed the Saiurn recently completed sll tests short of launching, Since
the rockei is too big and heavy o be transporied by alr. railroad or highway

was shipped 2 200 miles {3,540 kilometers) over water to Cape Canaveral,
“lorida. There, at an «laborate, specially built launching site, the rccket with
twe dummy stages atop it will be prepared for the flight test When the Saturn
is fueled ready for blast off the big vehicle will weigh 1, 540 600 pournds
542 300 kilograms),

There will be a long series of Saturn tesis, starting with several to gauge

the Lifting power of the rocket's cluster of engines designed to provide 1. 500 000

pounds 675,000 kilograms) of thrust Gradually, this lifting power will be in-
c¥emraed through the addition of upper stages with multiple high-thrust engines
Later improved Saturne and ever more powerfnl rockets will he used to place
hesvy, manned satzilites in orbit far out in space and to send multi-ton sSpace -

craft to the moon and other planets The U 5. National Aeronautical and Space
Administration, which is carrying cut the Saturn program with the assistance of

private industries. expects to reach this goz! within zeveral vears

8-.11 A massive lavaching site ~- largzat in the United States -- was built «i
Cape Canaveral especially to accormmodate pressnt and future Saluen rochets
At the center 8 the circular launch pad, The high siructure near the pad is
the movable tower for preilight preparation of rockets. The site, known as
Complex 34 1s planned for independen: operation Its elaborate equipment
includes x heavily shielded launch control center, an katomatic ground control
staiion, fuel handling and storage areas. and an arvay of servicing facilities
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