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U.S, TO LAUNCH MINIATURE TEST SPHERES IN EARTH SATELLITE FROGRAK

WASHINGTON, D.C. == The U.S. Defense Department announced recently that four
,ureenstage rockets, each carrying a pintesized test sphere, will be launched
this fall and winter before the actual atiempt ls made to place a satellite
into spaces

e S.4=inch, h=pound orbs will be sent alofi fo gather engineering data on the
‘wlease of the satellite from the launching rocket and to test the zround
atuwork of tracking equipaent.

The miniature magnesium globes will carry antennas and minitrack radio trans-
nitters to permit tracking staticns to measure welocity before and after
e;ertion. Solar batteries will alsc be tested for possible use as power

vppliers for the 20-inch, 2l-pound satellite which will carry & considerable
sayload of scientific instruments.

rﬂ.dgon officials said it is "highlr untikaly® that any of the "haby® spheres
L1l become orbitting satellites. During the test flights, the four Vangeard
“fzetS, which will be launched Trom Cape Canaveral, Florida, will be heavily
laden with tLeat JnstruLﬁn.‘, rtkir; it unlikely that they will attain enough
s atmosphere. However, s the test obilectives

ﬁ-nr=*w to get ocut of the sarin
e achleved in the experimental saries, officials explained, fewer instruments
will be required, thus suggesting a "i“oureticai posnibility™ that one of the
later S.4-inch spheres °ou}ﬁ start orbi rflng bafore the 20-inch satellite is
cel Year.
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iaunched later in the Intermational Gecophysi

IBRATION TEST -~ Wayne Traylor, technician at the Naval Research Laboratory
n Washington, readies one of the 4.i4-inch experimental spheres for vibration
tests as part of the preparations before launching. The six rectangular
cbjects on the surface of the sphere house sclar batterias which will be
evaivated after the test flights for possible use as power suppliers for later

tellites. The spheres, which will be launched by thres-stage Vanguard
. —-_.—ﬂ

veikets, alse contain miniature radio equipment. (57T-18246)
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