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Independenae Ad2il, in the clity of Fhilsadolrpk
in the eastern State of Penngylvonia, Iuch of the
political iife of the 13 ilorth American colornles of
Great sritaln centored in Fhiladelpihla, and 1t vas
virtually the saplial of the lation during part of
the Revolutionary perlod, whdn the colonists were
winning thelr freedon. fndepenﬁanee Fall is ¢he
oldect of four buildings etill standing on Indepen~
dence Square, in the heéart of the city. The main
bullding, erected tc house Pennsylvania's legilsla~
tive assembly, vas completed in 1734, but it was
without ths bell tewer until 1751, RBulldings at
either erd of the mein bulldinp wverc finlshed in
1786, efter the Revolutlonary 'Jar had ended, and
vere used as a ¢lty hall and a eourthouse,

It was in the east rcom of Indepcondence Hall,
on Hay 1C, 17?75, that the patrlots me’ to fora the
Second Continenfal Co rreprs, In the samse room, on
June 15, 1778, Georpe Washington was chosen sormone
der in chief of the Continantal Army, It was here,
on July 4, 1776, that the Declaraticn of Independence
was adopted and sirned. It wae aleo in Indepandence
Hall that the sonventicn which adopted the Unlted
States Constitution met in 1767,

For more than o century, Indspendence Hall wos
uszad for public meetings of 311 kinds, Today it is
& museun and nutlional ehrine, The Liberty Boll,
rung in celsbrutlon of the adoption of tho Deslara-
tlon of Independence in 1776, 1ls on dispiay 1lun the
entrance hall, 7The Congrces Room ctill haos the desk
of the offlcers of the Contlnental Congrese and 14
of the origlna’ chalirs of menbers, and across the hsll
1s another Jarpe room vhere reliocs of the Revolutionary
period are dlsplayed, (SD-60475)

(o, 1 of N.ghots FPS Fleture Story No. 134, Sees
aceonpanying ¢ il )
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