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MIGHTIEST U.S5. ROCKET ENGINE TESTED ‘ /

Progress toward manned {lights to the moon and distant planets is
scen in the successful performeance of F-1, the mightiest rocket engine
ever developed in the United States. In more than 25 recent test-stand
firings, the new single-chamber ligquid-propelled engine has met and even

exceeded its designers’ power goal of 1,500,000 pounds {680,000 kilograms)
of thrust, After flight tests in 1963, the F-1 is expected to become the
- nation’s basic booster engine, with the power and versatility to advance space
filght during the next decade, ‘

8-10 A brazer making tubes for the chamber of the F-1 engine is working
in an inert atmosphere, an important development in the fabrication of safe,
reliable engines, Fabrication of the F-1 presented Rocketdyne with an im-
posing array of challenges, The size of engine parts, materials used and
tolerances necessary posed problems more difficuit than had existed in the
past during fabrication of nearly one thousand rocket engines, The huge
zas and electric brazing furnaces used to build the F-1 dwarf the men who
created them, {6L-13328)
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